
Swedenborgians in 
Architecture and the 

Arts and Crafts 
Movement



What do the following 
have in common?



New Jerusalem Temple in Philadelphia



San Francisco Swedenborgian Church



New Church Theological School Chapel



Bryn Athyn Cathedral



Wayfarers Chapel





Who are the 
Swedenborgians?



Not Elbert Hubbard?



Not Elbert Hubbard?



William Strickland



New Jerusalem Temple in Philadelphia



January 1, 1817



“Academy Seal” 
1877



One day a magnificent church 
building appeared to me; it was 
square in plan with a roof like a 
crown, with arches above and a 

raised parapet running around . . . 
Later, when I got closer, I saw 

there was an inscription over the 
door: NOW IT IS PERMITTED. 

This meant that now it is 
permitted to enter with the 

understanding into the mysteries 
of faith” (TCR 508).
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T Worcester by Hiram Powers
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Form and function 
should be one, joined 

in a spiritual union.



Bragdon 



Henry Fry
Rookwood 

Pottery



Pitman



Pitman



Angels of the Seven Churches



San Francisco 
Swedenborgian 

Church



San Francisco 
Swedenborgian 

Church



Langford 
Warren



Pyle



Oakley







Bryn Athyn Cathedral



Raymond 
Pitcairn

Ralph Cram









“Refinements”?



“Refinements”?



Variety



Use and Beauty



Features of New Church doctrine reflected in organic 
architecture and the Arts and Crafts approach:

• Nature as embodying Spirit
• Duality:   Good and Truth    Male and Female
• Perfection from variety
• Form following use
• Beauty arising from use




