Swédenborgias in
Architecture and the
Arts and Crafts
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" Founded by, Elbert Hubbard
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TO THE HOMES OF

Great
Philosophers

Swedenborg|p\

WRITTEN BY ELBERT
HUBBARD AND DONE
INTO A BOOK BY THE
ROYCROFTERS, AT
THEIR SHOP, WHICH
IS IN EAST AURORA,
NEW YORK, MCMIV
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SWEDENBOR
BUCOLIC citizen of East Aurora,

on being questioned by a visitor as
to his opinion of a certain literary
man, exclaimed: ‘‘Smart? Is he
smart? Why, Missus, he writes
things nobody can understand! "’ 5§
This sounds like a paraphrase (but
it is n’t) of the old lady’s remark on
hearing Henry Ward Beecher preach. She went home
and said, “ I don’t think he is so very great—I under-
stood everything he said!”

Paganini wrote musical scores for the violin, which no
violinist has ever been able to play. Victor Herbert has
recently analyzed some of these compositions and
shown that Paganini himself could never have played
them without using four hands and handling two bows
at once. So far, no one can play a duet on the piano; the
hand can span only so many keys, and the attempt of
Robert Schumann to improve on Nature by building
an artificial extension to his fingers was vetoed by
paralysis of the members. Two bodies can not occupy
the same space at the same time; mathematics has its
limit, for you can not look out of a window four and a
half times. The dictum of Ingersoll that all sticks and
strings have two ends has not yet been disproved; and
Herbert Spencer discovered, for his own satisfaction,
173
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“Academy Seal”
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One day a magnificent church
building appeared to me; it was
square in plan with a roof like a
crown, with arches above and a

raised parapet running around . . .

Later, when I got closer, I saw

there was an inscription over the
door: NOW IT IS PERMITTED.
This meant that now it is
permitted to enter with the

understanding into the mysteries
of faith” (TCR 508).

-—— - -










S e
e~ & Por

.




=

Vs 41!//,////////‘ efr'///// /

SE corner of twelflh and coorge Streets  Fhidad ©

1817 Strickland 1877 Dreka
Design Design




. FranC|s Balley




44."

R FranC|s Balley







.
.
p a’
'3
-
7,
v
;l
i
2
e
)f;.
.
e e

" .
) .T Worcester

. i
uwb*

o



La ngfor.cA:I.
Warren







o= AP

Talsle ."l“'i, T ’,_.;‘ WK
: e |

Vi A LB







Emerson

NATURE.

“ Natego is but an image or imiation of wisdom, the Jast thing
of the soul; nature being a thisng which doth oaly do, dut not

know ™
Prorines.

BOSTON:
JAMES MUNROE AND COMPANY
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Louis Sullivan
Louis Sullivan (1856-1924)
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Swedenborgian
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Linte drawings of the west facade
reveul the increased dignity and
strength of proportion through
developmental chunges in design.
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Features of New Church doctrine reflected in organic
architecture and the Arts and Crafts approach:

Nature as embodying Spirit
Duality: Good and Truth Male and Female

Perfection from variety
Form following use
Beauty arising from use







